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24 BRUTE

MIMS MOTOR MART
930 50. OXNARD BLVD.
OXNARD, CALIF. PH. 486-3916

CONQUERS BAJA 1000

FASTEST TIME EVER FOR 4-WHEEL VEHICLES, 600 C.C. OR UNDER.
29 HRS. 27 MiIN. NO MECHANMICAL FAILURES AT ALL.
NO TIRE CHANGES AT ALL.



Y LOOKED UP ar the guy in the YW
Bus next 1w omes Voo, vroom,
my “Auke said, He looked down

abt me. Arrogantly. Vroom, veoom, his

Bus said. The light went green and |

sapped him with sime hol gear work.

For 40 feet. Then he zapped me: And

disappeared, pushrods anmd tappets clat-

tering away in the distanee,
“Satistaction. There's nothing  like
provokiog someone into a ol ol wasted

efforl, Perverse it 15, bul there’s more 1o

this little  vellow  bugger than  sheer

horsepower. A strange sense af |eisure
settles in as Suzuki's miniature version

ol @ Jeep tops out al 45 mph. 1 really

Felt 1 owas peing somewhere, and could

ger anywhere that | wanted, all in good

tisne, oul there in the weather, hum:
mving along, Iemust harken back 1o the
days of open Lizzies, leather caps, and
dusters and goppeles. After P'd blasted
through some deep sand, Toating lightly
on the optional, oversiced tires. and
then wpoand dowiy soane incredible hills,

I really knew | had something. The
Swenki st a oy at all, but solid and
reliable, In some ciremmstances, because
ir’s light, and not nose-heavy from a
Batrganinan |:m=r'|:|'|1|;|1ll up [ront, il
seems o be able o vuldo the usoal
Fowheel-drive vehicle.™

One ol the nicest Teaturds of the
Suenki 360 LG dubbed with the m-
posing name of Boute IV o the States, is
that it sells Tor a basic price of 52145
tknock 5200 off that, i you can do
wilbioot ull the street-legal gear) at least
F1000 less than the usual AW For tha
price, vou pel o heautifully engineered
all-tecrain vehicle with full svochromesh
Lransmission and & secondary gearbox,
yielding eight speeds forward in 4WD,
plis o DWW [ockout,

The Brute's stow top speed is casily
explained—it"s powered by a 33%ee en-
gine, similar in design Lo, and barely
Fnger than the 2-cylinder, 2-stroke used
in v of Suzaki’s popular, medium-dis-
placement motoreyeles, Pushing ils stan

dard B00-H6, beply cleated tires, the
Brute will do close Lo 60 mph, buot the
big ofTroad tres and wheels Hted o
aur Soauki’s buhs showed 1o drastically,
These sand tires, inculentally, were
taken directly oft an American AW, ay
the Brute’s 5-bolt hub pattern is the
same s the Teep, Supporting anly 1320
[, of Brote, these tires pave i marvel-
aus Holaticn in e sand.

Taking the diminutive engine into
account, 1he mini-eep was quite sur-
prising-especially when i seratched and
clawed its way up and across any slope
or tereain a [ull-sized AW machine was
capable of traversing. But then, the
Suznki Brute is lighter than most dune
huggies. You don’t need muoch horse
power  with such low weight and a
donhle-range fransimission available.

In the Brote; there's a basic 4-speed
pearbox, shilling in the conventional
Hepultern, with o ¥Wsiyle jog inlo
reverse. The synchromesh in all speeds is
Faultless, and  backshifls wre aveone



SUZUKPs
BRUTE IV

Careful, You Big-Inch

4-Wheelers — Little

Brother's Watching You!

plished with no graunching, even o

inappropriate speeds, and require no
double-clutching. A sccend, shorter gear
lever, hehind the primary lever, operales
d secondary gearbox and provides a low
AW range Tor rough tervain, a high
AW range for faster low-traction ter-
rain, and o high 2-wheel<diive Ffor high-
way crdising, You may shift from low
te high range while moving, but it’s
advisable ra bring the little machine 1o a
halt while shifting back 1o low runge.
Boughly speaking, high range gives
speeds of 12, 20, 33, and 45 mph with
the hig sand tires. Low range vields
about &, 10, 17, and 22 mph,

This latter range proved preal Tun,
while giving an impromptu demonstia-
tion o o parr of California Highway
Patral afficers, who invited us (and were
wie ever unwilling? ) in tor a spol safety
check al ane ab their omnipresent traps.
After u drag race in which we wen
through all Towr gears in 40 feet, they
were siitahly mirthiol, and passed the

little wellow Fellow with flving colors,
except lor the headlight beams, These
were angled off to the leln, ideal Tor the
drive-to-the-lef-side lapunese {the
Brute’s a right-lunwl drive cark. The
LIt has hean in use in its homelind of
Japan For a couple of veurs, and no ane
lad  thowght oo re-aim the headlights
when the car was hroaght in,

The Brute’s engine is o parallel Twin
Jesfroke, alternate firing, with | #0-de-
pree opposed crank throws, and 61mm
x Al.5mm bhorefsiroke  dimensions,
Rated at 23 bhp at 6000 mpm (un
optional, bolt-on power kit, including
streeldegal expansion chamber,  will
hosast that ta 31 Bhp), the enging is sel
up to he “rorguer,” with an extremely
flat power band. Port timing is relatively
mild. Reed valves, which automanically
seal the separate crankease chambers
when they hegin Lo pressorize, reduce
power-rubbing “overlap™ at low rpn,
common o more conventional pision.
port 2-strokes, The engine is air-cooled,

and an impeller Fan drives aic throogh
shronding arouwnt the Tmned  cylinde
barrels, to make sure hoth cylinders are
cooled evenly.

Uinlike old-style ring-dings, there’s no
need Lo omix the oil with the gas before
Fueling the 0.%gal. fank. Sweuki’s “Posi-
Force™ automatic  lubricalion  system
takes care of that for you. il is
metercod From g separate, 3.7-gu supply.
in proportion to the throttle opening.
and is directed through fwo lines to the
crankcase, where it luhricates the raller-
bearing crankshalt. Two more lines
direct purt of the oil supply 1o the
eylinder walls. The oil mists with the
gasuline in the crank chamber, and
lubricates the needle bearings at hoth
ends ol the connecting rods, and then
passes through the transfer ports 1o the
corttbustion clamber, where i0s burned
ds park ol the Toel clharge,

Brute IV's distributor on the West
Cogst {Intercontinental Eguipment Cor-
porition, Dept. DB, 3385 Overland, San



Diegn, Calif) aprly nores that this soot
ab lubrication prevents sunded engines
by NMushing cylinder walls with a con-
Hinually Tresh supply of wil.

All this adds op tooan extremely
well-belaved 2-stroke thal slurts easily.
smokes only on dnitial warmup, and
doesn't even threaten to seize op in
wide-open running. We recorded exeel-
lent gas mileage ligures, even betore the
machine was thoroughdy run in Gt bid
13.5 miles on iU when we received i), a
cambination of street driving, slogging
araund in o sand and hills, and general
hell-raising  yielded an average of 218
mpg.

Suspension of the Brute is simple and
robust,  The rame is double beam,
sprune by A-leal’ longitudinal  springs
lronl und rear. Very large ball joints
wsed o the  puck-and-pinicn steering
system would indicate that the front
eril s virtually bulletproot., The serious
off-road driver will want to install a
bash plate at the bottom of the Front

bumper, where the ront leal shackles
hang down-right where an wnexpected
fock can give them o good whack, Skid
plates would also be appropriste o
prodect the two ditferentials. Otherwise,
the engine and fransmissions are
mannled upso high that there's oo way,
short of destroying the car, to damage
them. Groond clearance, with standaid
fires, 15 5.5 102 at the lowest point. The
Brute is shorl, with a wheelbase of 75
i, dned 10 only 53 o0 wide, Even wach
the higger tires, it ties comfortably into
the bed ol 4 3/31on pickup tuck,
which s exactly how it arrived ot oor
oflices. The idea of zapping out to the
desert in FO mph. air-conditioned com-
Foart, and then roelling this heavy-duly
lghtweight oot of the ruck’™s bed 1s
guite appealing.

Although the Brote i an economy
AW vehicke, the munufaciorers haven’s
skimped oo quality or on Teatlures Hhat
miake 0 maore usetul and  serviceable.
Fhe paint s heavy enamel Cyellow, light

SUZUKVI’s
BRUTE IV

blie, or dark green), resistant to the
effects of sand, motsture, and heat, The
prille is of Nexible plastic, less subject Lo
damage, Undo two bolts and o few
screws to Tald the windshield down
cnta the hood  two large robber boogp-
ers atlached to the windshield frame
prevent rattling co dimage 1o the hood
while the shield 15 i Rat Patrol posi-
tion. Pop-out rubber drains in the
driver’s commpartment and bed allow the
Broute o guickly shed  asceomulated
waler, and make it casy o flush oot
after an offoroad  run, Spring-loaded,
piahber-covered doorbars snap into place
atter driver and passenger have seltled
into their bucker seats, and provide a
rigidby mounded gate which doubles as a
hiandhald and armrest—a safery Feature
that adds a welecome bonus in comlort,

Driving the Brute is simple  knobs
and instruments aee few, and include
cnly lights (high besin's aperared by Lhe
tuer signal stalk), windshield wiper and
washer, choke, battery charge light, luel




pavge, speedometer, odomeler, and oil
indicatar light.

The oil light s actoally two in one,
with a tiny pilol light that glows Baintly
al all times, as long as there’s a supply
ol ail in the underhood reservoir, When
the supply gets down o one g, the
el light beging Lo glow brightly, warming
the driver 1o replendsh the supply within
the pexi 100 miles or so. The pilot hght
feature 15 o pood one, as 0 mdicales
whether the oil warning system is LHpeT-
ating or nol, 10 the pilot light doesn™
work, wiring has come askew or u bulh
necds replacement  the oil supply may
he checked by direct inspection of the
translucent reservodr. The feed lines are
tramsparend, and allow additional inspec-
tion o oensure that proper lubrication is
taking place.

T stact the Brote, do wor stab the
gas pedal—this is almost puaranieed 1o
cause the engine o Mood or foul o plug,
lnstead, i the engine is cold, pull the
choke oot either halt or all the way, and

simply lwist Lhe key starter. Even an
chilly mornings, the engine will reach
aperating  lemperatores quickby, and
there’s no necd o worry abour wailing
For oal pressure o boald g, as there is
na sueh thing with o 2stroke, 10 he
engine is already warm, merely amit the
choke, twist the key, and the litile
ring-ing will start motlering o itsell
e diately,

Like most mauli-eylinder 2-siroke en-
gines, this 360 5 virtually vibration free,
and takes onoa smooth, elecine motor
quality as it gains revs. Mechanical and
exhaust nodse are almost nil, o the
pintl where someone standing ten leel
awary can'| hear the engine wdling.

Brute 1%'s slandard equipment in-
cludes o tire juck, tool kit, amd spare tire
Lol shown hered, which mounes hehinad
the passenger's seal, as well as a locking
glove box and o package tray.

Options, besides the hop-up kil in-
clude tap and side curtains {which may
he ralled up), o sturdy rollbar, and two

Folding juwmp seats For the rear hed.
Brute I%s will be cight-hand drive antil
the Americun markel shows sulhicient
valume 1o warrant a run of lelt-hand
drive  Sueukis, With emission control
laws Toncing  manulacturers Lo adopt
bulky and froublesame antis=smog  de-
vices or go do drastically small engine
gizes, Lhat lime 150’ LTur off,

The Brute is simple, tough, inexpen-
sive, And romantic as hell. Racing freaks
who Tind its pace oo slow for their
toate will find plenty of room in the
eEine compartment o experimen with
substilules. Among those that we would
puess are possible: the S-cylinder, 745
2astroke from the Susuki Fronle 500
car amd, in the near future, Suzuki’s
T30ce watercooled Theee, IF vou want a
eal galloping desert pogo stick, i looks
like there’s room in that engine bay for
a Vilean Vaa (DB&HYWs, Nov, "7,
with 115 bhp!

Cosn? We can see it now.. qust us and
Parpelli Jones! ™
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ENGINE
360c.c
2 cylinder engine GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS
2-cycle reed valve type 12 volt electrical system
air cooled with posi-force lubrication 2 speed windshield wipers
25 HP — 6000 rpm dynamo /generator
roller bearing crankshaft weight — 1,320 Ibs.
seating capacity — 2
TRANSMISSION width — 52"
4 speed all synchromesh length — 118"
auxiliary low-range transmission wheel base — 75"

2 wd — 4 wd standard tires 6.00x 16 — 6 ply rating
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